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Greiner Packaging partners with Plastic Bank to open plastic 
collection centers in the Philippines     
 
Plastic Bank is empowering the world to stop ocean plastic. It builds ethical recycling 
ecosystems in coastal communities and reprocesses the materials for reintroduction into the 
global manufacturing supply chain. Plastic Bank’s collectors receive a bonus for the plastic they 
collect, providing an increased income they can count on. This recycled material is called “Social 
Plastic®” because it provides both an environmental and social benefit. Greiner Packaging is 
committed to supporting the activation of five collection points in Manila, Philippines. 

 
Kremsmünster, Austria, August 2020. Plastic waste makes up a significant share of the pollution in the 
world’s oceans. In particular, Asian countries are seeing a massive accumulation of ocean waste due 
to a lack of functioning waste management systems. The Philippines is the world’s third-largest producer 
of plastic waste, after China and Indonesia. An estimated 2,000,000 metric tons of plastic end up in the 
ocean each year just in the Philippines. Experts believe that the country’s Pasig River is alone 
responsible for introducing nearly 64,000 metric tons of plastic waste into the ocean every year. 
 
As a packaging company, Greiner Packaging is aware of its responsibility toward nature and society 
and ocean pollution is considered one of the greatest environmental challenge society faces today. “We 
are a family business. As such, we’ve made it our mission to preserve our world for future generations. 
This is a very ambitious goal, of course, and we’re doing everything we can to help achieve it,” says 
Manfred Stanek, CEO of Greiner Packaging. 
 
Stopping ocean plastic, fighting poverty  
When Greiner Packaging began its search for a project partner to fight marine littering, Plastic Bank 
quickly stood out. The plastics experts from Greiner Packaging were particularly impressed by the 
company’s vertically integrated approach. “Collecting plastic refuse combats poverty in addition to 
cleaning up the environment and making a key contribution toward a circular economy. Our shared goal 
is to prevent plastic from flowing into the oceans while lifting people out of poverty,” explains Stanek. 
 
Plastic Bank is revealing the value in plastic. Collectors no longer see plastic as waste, but rather as a 
valuable resource. This is a vital step toward stopping ocean plastic pollution. By providing collectors 
access to increased income, educational opportunities, and necessities, Plastic Bank is empowering 
disenfranchised communities to build a better future – not just in the Philippines, but also in Haiti, 
Indonesia, Brazil and Egypt. 
 
Toward a circular economy 
“We’ve seen the situation on the ground, and it’s gratifying to see that the ecosystem we’re supporting 
in Manila is playing an important role in the fight against ocean plastic. This project clearly demonstrates 
how a circular system can actually work. The collectors drop off the plastic and it’s sorted before being 
processed into granulate. The granulate is sold to manufacturing companies, who want to use recycled 
materials in their products or packaging,” explains Michael Frick, Global Key Account Director at Greiner 
Packaging.  
 
But Greiner Packaging isn’t alone in its positive assessment of the partnership – Plastic Bank is also 
excited about the partnership. “We’re happy to be partnering with Greiner Packaging, because the 
company is aware of the gravity of the situation and is committed to working together to empower 
communities to stop ocean plastic. Plastic Bank is making a difference and building a regenerative 
economy,” says Gidget Velez, Plastic Bank’s Philippines Country Manager. 
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Long-term goals 
Greiner is a global player in the plastics industry and has been developing recycling technologies for 
foam and plastic, as well as identifying new applications for recycled plastics, since the 1980s. The 
company published its first Sustainability Report in 2019. Greiner Packaging also takes a very active 
approach to sustainability as part of the family business. Greiner Packaging has been involved in the 
UK-based Ellen MacArthur Foundation since 2016, through which it is supporting the transition to a 
circular economy. As a signatory to the New Plastics Economy Global Commitment, Greiner Packaging 
has pledged to eliminate problematic or unnecessary plastic packaging, make its packaging reusable, 
recyclable, or compostable and increase the use of recycled material in its packaging products. 
 
Interested in learning more about the partnership between Greiner Packaging and Plastic Bank? Check 
out our video on the opening of our joint Social Plastic Ecosystem in Manila here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8MGcoamJ6Xs  
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About Greiner Packaging 
Greiner Packaging is a leading European manufacturer of plastic packaging in the food and nonfood 
sectors. The company has enjoyed a reputation for outstanding solutions expertise in the fields of 
development, design, production, and decoration for 60 years. Greiner Packaging responds to the 
challenges of the market with two business units: Packaging and Assistec. While the Packaging unit 
stands for innovative packaging solutions, the Assistec unit is dedicated to producing custom-made 
technical parts. Greiner Packaging employs a workforce of around 5,000 at more than 30 locations in 
19 countries around the world. In 2019, the company generated annual sales revenues of 
EUR 690 million (including joint ventures), which represents more than 40 percent of Greiner’s total 
sales. 

 

 

 
About Plastic Bank 
Plastic Bank® is empowering a regenerative society by helping the world stop ocean plastic while 
improving the lives of those who help collect it. The Company builds ethical recycling ecosystems in 
coastal communities, and reprocesses the materials for reintroduction into the global manufacturing 
supply chain. The collected material is reborn as Social Plastic® which can be easily reintegrated into 
products and packaging as part of a closed-loop supply chain. Plastic Bank’s collectors receive a 
premium for the plastic they collect, which helps them provide basic family necessities such as groceries, 
cooking fuel, school tuition, and health insurance. The Company’s proprietary blockchain platform 
secures the entire transaction and provides real-time data visualization – allowing for transparency, 
traceability, and rapid scalability. Plastic Bank currently operates in Haiti, Brazil, Indonesia, Philippines, 
and Egypt. 

 

 
Text and image: 
 
Text document and high-resolution images for download:  
https://mam.greiner.at/pinaccess/showpin.do?pinCode=LDr1DIisidvM 
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Images for royalty-free use, credit: Miggy Hilario 
 

 
 

 
 
Caption: Michael Frick (Global Key Account Director at Greiner Packaging) and Theresa Wieser 
(Marketing Manager) at the opening of Greiner Packaging’s first plastic collection center in Manila, 
Philippines. 
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Caption: From left to right: Theresa Wieser (Marketing Manager), Marilyn Añosa (Plastic Collector) and 
Michael Frick (Global Key Account Director) visiting the polluted coastal areas of Manila. 
 

 
Please direct any questions to:  
Roland Kaiblinger I Account Executive 
SPS MARKETING GmbH | B 2 Businessclass | Linz, Stuttgart 
Jaxstrasse 2–4, 4020 Linz, Austria  
Phone: +43 (0) 732 60 50 38-19 
E-mail: r.kaiblinger@sps-marketing.com 
http://www.sps-marketing.com 
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